
 

11-17-17 

Dear Circle the State Parents: 

 

Yesterday I reminded children of their commitment to CTSWS.  I reminded them that they agreed to practice 

music at home on their own as stated in the “permission to audition” letter that had to be reviewed and signed 

before being allowed to audition in the first place. 

 

The bulk of learning, is through individual practice at home.  In fact, many teachers do not have any rehearsals 

at school.  They require that students learn the material solely on their own time.  However, I disagree with that 

philosophy because the music is very challenging, and I want to give my Earlywine students the best advantage.   

So, I hold rehearsals (in addition) to the required individual practice.  I need your support and help following 

through with this important issue. 

 

I took hours to mark music so that students could easily follow along as they practice, and told them that they 

need to bring music each time.  Some have almost learned all of the music and are doing so well, but the others 

have not followed through with practice at home or have come unprepared for rehearsals without their music.  

So, I recommended that students store music folders in their back packs every night so that they don’t have to 

worry about remembering to bring it.   

 

Remember that the music is online on my Earlywine web page, and available ONLY WITH SIGN ON from any 

device.  This is copywrited material that we have access to only through CTSWS.  Therefore, it must be password 

protected. 

 

I gave the option of CD if you were unable to use a computer, phone, or device to practice, yet only (1) student 

asked for one.  I will be happy to make CD copies if your child needs one.  Students must practice at home 

with the recordings.  Many of the pieces are in 4-part harmony, and the recordings are very specific to 

breathing places, tempo, pronunciations etc.  These professional recordings are made so that all students from 

each different district in Oklahoma will learn with consistency and is a requirement to be able to participate. 

 

It is one of the best experiences they can have while in elementary school, and is so very rewarding.  However, 

I cannot take students to the rehearsal and concert if they are not prepared.  So…..  

 

I have included in this packet, a “how to” access the files.  It is in great detail, and includes pictures.  I hope 

that this helps.  I’ve shown the students how to access at all 3 rehearsals thus far (including how to access on 

computer and phone.)  So hopefully, between this packet and what I’ve shown the students, you’ll be able to 

figure it out.  If not, I can make a CD, (just email) or I can meet you at pick-up time to show you how personally. 

 

All other notes, including this one are posted on my site on the page “Circle the State information”.  

 
Any notes and information can be viewed without sign on.  Only the music is password protected. 

 

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

Mrs. Pendergraft 

 

 


